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Non-Commercial Intrastate Drivers Physical Card 

Executive Summary 
 

 

 

Effective October 1, 2003, if you are a Maryland non-commercial driver operating a 

commercial motor vehicle in intrastate commerce (within the state of Maryland) and the 

vehicle weights between 10,001 and 26,000 pounds, you are now required to hold a valid 

Federal Motor Carrier (DOT) physical card in your possession.  If you are licensed prior 

to October 1, 2003, have a preexisting medical condition, and the onset was prior to 

10/01/03, you will be exempt from this requirement for a 20-year period, provided your 

preexisting condition does not worsen. 

 

This new Maryland law requires any non-commercial driver, operating a commercial 

motor vehicle that meets the conditions listed above, to obtain and to maintain a valid 

Federal Motor Carrier (DOT) physical card in order to remain qualified to operate a 

vehicle intrastate in Maryland. 

 

If you do not hold a valid Federal Motor Carrier (DOT) physical card in your 

possession by October 1, 2003, you will no longer be qualified to operate the vehicle 

in the state of Maryland. 


